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One person is all that is needed to take the lives of twenty students and six adults in 

Newton, Connecticut.  Imagine as a parent dropping your child off at school and finding out that 

he/she was one of twenty six killed by a gunman.  This tragedy has greatly affected Sandy Hook 

Elementary School and all of America.  Wayne LaPierre, the CEO of the National Rifle 

Association, explains how America needs to take action to protect our children.  LaPierre 

explains how the effect of a gun can change based on who uses it.  Through the use of logic and 

emotional language, he effectively provides an argument that existing gun laws have not saved 

us from the violence that our society has developed.  Wayne LaPierre’s speech uses a 

combination of logos and pathos to create an argument that America needs to establish school 

protection laws. 

Many critics believe that the NRA’s answer to the tragedy of Sandy Hook Elementary is 

to give out more guns to the good guys.  LaPierre stands in front of the press conference to speak 

of the responsibility of protecting children in schools.  He comments on the increase of school 

shootings that have resulted in tragedies and numerous deaths.  In addition, he uses a logical 

argument on who is, and who is not protected by armed security today.  He provides examples of 

how American society has been affected by random acts of violence.  These examples include 

home invasion, the Sandy Hook shooting, and the Virginia Tech Tragedy which are all used to 

show what can be accomplished by one gun man. Through these acts of violence so many people 
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have lost their loved ones.  In today’s society it has become harder to protect and secure all 

public places and the ones we love.   

Wayne LaPierre uses logos in his speech by providing a logical argument through his use 

of facts supported by strong meaningful words and statistics. He illustrates how the media has 

helped create violent actions in society today.  Video games, movies, and music have all 

contributed to the rise of violence.  LaPierre states, “A child growing up in America witnesses 

16,000 murders and 200,000 acts of violence by the time he or she reaches the ripe old age of 

18.”  These words prove the effect media has on America.  Today’s movies and television are 

violent and usually involve bad guys shooting the innocent.  Children’s television shows also 

contain bad guys that commit evil doings.  All this can influence society, and the killers are the 

ones who transform movies into real actions.   

LaPierre also provides logical reasoning when he talks about the difference between a 

good and bad guy.  “The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun.  

Would you rather have your 911 call bring a good guy with a gun from a mile away … or a 

minute away?”  He feels that more guns need to belong in the hands of a good guy who will 

protect our people.  Some people and places that are protected by armed security today include 

the president, celebrities, banks, airports, courthouses, and stadiums.  Schools are not currently 

protected by armed security.  One main argument LaPierre points out is the unintended danger of 

Gun-Free School Zone signs.  “They [these signs] tell every insane killer in America that schools 

are their safest place to inflict maximum mayhem with minimum risk.”  LaPierre states that if 

Obama is not going to put school safety in the budget, then the NRA is willing to provide 

security in schools.  LaPierre uses logos to fully explain the NRA’s answer to gun laws and 

provides pathos to impact his audience. 
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LaPierre uses pathos when identifying people who display evilness through the use of 

metaphors.  “The truth is that our society is populated by an unknown number of genuine 

monsters.”  LaPierre continues to refer to these criminals as monsters “who continue to spread 

like cancer.”  Along with the usage of metaphors to describe criminals, he also uses emotional 

appeals on security in schools.  He comments on how other school tragedies have happened and 

no changes in security were ever made.  In almost all of these tragedies people involved have 

sacrificed themselves to protect others.  He uses emotional words and rhetorical questions to the 

audience.  LaPierre states, “They’re our kids.  They’re our responsibility.  And it’s not just our 

duty to protect them – it’s our right to protect them.”  The words he italicizes are used for the 

audience to reflect on.  He continues to address school protection with a rhetorical question.  

“With all the foreign aid, with all the money in the federal budget, we can’t afford to put a police 

officer in every school?”   After questioning, he goes into detail on how brave men and women 

retired from the police force or military can step in and protect every school in America.  

LaPierre appeals to emotion when he states, “we will make that program available to every 

school in America free of charge.”  He feels that others can make a change and provide money 

for school security even if the government will not.   

Wayne LaPierre uses the combination of logos and pathos in his speech to create the 

desired effect on the audience.  He demonstrates logos effectively by the use of facts and 

supporting evidence.  He also uses pathos to appeal to the audience’s emotions.  Both rhetorical 

formulas provide a greater chance that the audience will agree with his argument for armed 

security in schools. 


